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You will notice a slight shift in layout this month; the colour printing price 
has gone up, so there’s only a few pages in colour. Page 2 gives you a 
glimpse of some the contents to come. Fortunately there’s still plenty of 
satisfying content thanks to the amazing people of the parish. Such as 
the Alston Panto team back at last, young and old performers together in 
a unique take on an old classic.  The front cover is based on the Japanese 
festival of Hanami, when people take time to stop and stare. We hope 
you enjoy this lovely time of year, and pause to think about the promise 
of blossom, as well as its short, sweet appearance. ‘We blossom and 
flourish as leaves on a tree, and wither and perish, but naught changeth 
Thee.’ Blossom doesn’t last, but is a gorgeous promise of things to come. 
Of fruit that will last. The community garden promises fruit and veg to 
share due to a lot of dedication form the volunteers. Our children’s 
activities are blossoming too, with a new families’ event in St 
Augustine’s, and new Server Rueben Bramwell. We hope our growing 
church family will flourish for decades to come. From May blossom, to 
autumn abundance, to December preserved fruits and mature wine – 
there’s a place for all of us, and God is with us, eternally reliable.   

                        BNW 
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A Sign of Hope 
Dear friends 
As the days are growing longer, I increasingly find myself driving around 
the parish thinking “I can’t believe someone is paying me to live here!” 
Verdant fells, the warming sun, spring lambs, blossom on the trees all 
contribute to a sense of hope – of resurrection.  
All is not well of course: the harsh reality of war in Ukraine continues to 
bite, and reminds us of other ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan, Myanmar, 
Syria, Somalia, Iraq, Yemen and many other places. Many on the Moor 
are struggling with Covid, and with financial issues. Poverty is a growing 
issue, a blot on the conscience of a country which has sufficient wealth 
for all to live comfortably, if it were more equitably distributed. If that 
were not enough, the latest IPCC report on the climate crisis makes for 
sombre reading.  
Resurrection and hope seem odd things to speak about when so much 
seems bleak. Easter, though, is all about the triumph of life over death, of 
light over darkness and hope over adversity.  
The blossom on the trees, beautiful though it is, is fleeting. But it is a sign 
of hope, pointing to something more substantial: the promise of fruit in 
due season, if only we are patient. And our faith tells us that ultimately, 
in God’s providence, all will be well.  
Perhaps it is faith in that promise – whether firm or tentative – which is 
encouraging parents to bring their children to baptism once again, now 
the Covid restrictions have been lifted. What a joy to welcome families 
for this great milestone of faith, to baptise their children into the 
Resurrection life, to invite them to “shine as a light in the world”, to ask 
the Holy Spirit to fill them, and enable them to grow into the full stature 
of their God-given identity – to blossom as the people God intends them 
to be. And we pray that in their lives they will bear good fruit – of love 
and peace, joy and mercy – playing their part in bringing God’s healing to 
Alston Moor and the wider world.  
In this Easter season, as we look forward to Pentecost, when the first 
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and the early church blossomed, 
may we pray to be refreshed by the Spirit so that we too may blossom 
and be a sign of hope here on the Moor.  

Your friend and priest, Mark Nash-Williams 
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Spring is a funny time of year to think about harvest, but in lambing 
terms, the next few weeks are the nearest thing to harvest – the crop of 
lambs that make it through late snows to market. Come and give thanks 
in St Jude’s for farmers and this year’s woolly harvest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

Transient Beauty 
Nature even in the direst of times can 
uplift the spirits; none more so than 
the unfurling of delicate blossoms in 
Spring. In Japan the opening of the 
fragile pink blossom of the cherry tree, 
the “Sakura” for its resplendent two 
weeks is met with nationwide 
celebration. From the sub-tropical 
south to the more temperate north - 
from January to May - from Okinawa 
to Hokkaido. The eagerly awaited, 
exact time (captured on the ‘blossom 
forecast’ from weather stations) is 
celebrated as it signifies the arrival of 
spring. The time for rice 
planting and a 

philosophical reminder ‘that every beginning has an end 
that life is beautiful yet very short’: mono no aware, the 
wistful realization that "nothing lasts forever." 
 
Yumi Nakata when living abroad and missing the cherry 
blossom season and its festival, wrote: ‘The cherry 
blossom is my most favourite flower. If you grew up in Japan you would 
probably feel the same way. – Hanama -  is very important to the 
Japanese people My most favourite part is not the blooming but actually 
the falling cherry blossoms petals. I will never forget the breath-taking 
view of falling cherry blossoms in April exactly ten years ago. I went to 
the Ueno Park (Tokyo) in April with my childhood friend, and we were 
speechless as we saw tens of thousands of petals falling from the cherry 
blossoms trees. For a second, I thought we were in a different world of 
pink snowflakes falling gently on our skin.’ 
We may feel regret as the blossoms flutter down but their delicate form 
will return as an exquisite gift to our senses. 
A fragility that promises abundance.                                                       MH 
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Time to Make Connections 
From ancient art to modern Animé, 
school entrances to a major tourist 
industry, cherry blossom pervades 
Japanese life. They even eat and drink it!  

The Hanami festival of 
Japan may be based on the 
fleeting beauty of blossom, 
but its roots go back a long 
way, to around 700 AD. 

Hanami means to look at flowers, particularly the 
national flower of Japan; Sakura. It’s not just immensely pretty, but 
deeply meaningful. In Shinto, Japan’s ethnic religion, sakura are thought 

to house kami (sacred spirits or forces). 
The blooming cherry blossoms marked 
the beginning of the spring planting 
season. Originally, ‘sa’ referred to the rice 
paddy god, and the word ‘kura’ meant “a 
seat for god,” so sakura could be 
understood as “a sacred place for the rice 

paddy god to dwell.” Blooming cherry blossoms were a favourable sign 
that the gods were coming to the village. Farmers would pray, make 
offerings, and have a feast, believing that cherry blossom trees would 
bring a full harvest. The feast under the tree was similar to a religious 
ceremony, and it slowly changed into the more secular and urban festival 
we know today. 
 
In Buddhism sakura 
symbolise the brief 
span of human life. 
Just like their brief 
lifespan, our days 
pass in the blink of 
an eye. 
  



8 

Hanami encourages people to cherish life and beauty. ‘What is this life if, 
full of care, we have no time to stand and stare? No time to stand 
beneath the boughs and stare as long as sheep or cows.’ WH Davies 
So in Hanami, Japanese people stop and stare, have picnics under the 

blossom, remember their loved ones 
past, and grasp the sanctity of the 
present. Marvel at our own passing 
time on earth, the grace surrounding 
us: our family, friends, a stranger’s 
smile, a child’s laugh, bees, birdsong, 
butterflies, and food to share.  
It is time to pay attention.  

Buddhism calls for ‘an empathy toward 
things.’ During this ritual, the Japanese become 
one with transient cherry blossoms.  
The philosophy teaches us not to fear mortality 
but rather to embrace it and celebrate the short 
lives that we’ve been given. Samurai warriors of 
feudal Japan lived by a strict moral code of respect, honour and 
discipline. It was their duty to appreciate the inevitability of death 
without fearing it. A fallen blossom stood for the ending of a warrior’s life 
well fought. During World War II, Japanese kamikaze pilots painted their 
warplanes with the flower. 

But Sakura symbolise beginnings too; signalling the 
start of spring, they embody hope and fresh starts; a 
bright future to come. Schools and offices hold 
welcome parties during Hanami, a chance for people 
to bond and meet new friends. When cherry 

blossoms are in full bloom, the future is bursting with possibilities. 
You will often see gorgeous scenes of 
sakura trees and blossoms swirling 
through the air in Japanese school-
life anime. 
We can’t all visit Japan, but we can 
take time to stop and stare, feel 
connected, find hope.                  BNW 
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People can Blossom Too 
Just occasionally on the television there is a 
reality series which enhances people's lives - 
rather than being exploitative and 
demeaning.  A recent example was 'The 
Simpler Life ' (now on All4) which showed a 
group of people attempting an Amish 

lifestyle on a farm in Devon.  Admittedly many of the volunteers did not 
see the experiment through but one that did was a young man named 
Kevin.  During the series he blossomed becoming much fitter and 
happier.  It was a real transformation which I put down to the fact that 
life in community - especially that modelled by the Amish family who 
came from America to mentor the group - affirmed and nourished 
him.  The Amish philosophy of thinking and working collectively and 
putting the group before the individual was life-giving.  At one point, 
when two of the participants were having a heated discussion, the 
American mother cried because she said that her sisters in the Amish 
community would never talk to each other like that and she found it 
upsetting.  I found myself caring for all 
the volunteers and hoping that the 
lessons they learned will stay with 
them.  It would be wonderful if some 
of them found their way to churches 
where they could find the love and 
community which so helped Kevin. 

Mary Elliot 
 

 
 
After the baptism of his baby sister in church, 
Jason sobbed all the way home in the back seat 
of the car. His parents asked him three times 
what was wrong. Finally the boy replied; “The 
vicar said he wanted us to be brought up in a 
Christian home. But I want to stay with you!” 
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Jubilation? 
 
The Head of the 
Church of 
England has had 
a tough year. 
She continues to 
mourn the loss 
of her husband 
of 70 years. Her 
son Andrew was 
in the press for 
all the wrong 
reasons and her 
grandsons’ 
estrangement 
must  weigh 
heavy. And this 
year for the first 
time ever illness 
kept her from 
the Maundy 
Service. In 1952, 
this service was 
the first public 
engagement in 
Her Majesty’s 
reign. 

Yes, she has ‘The Firm,’ the money, health care, 
and security to support her old age. But as a 
human soul is she that different from us? 
As her subjects celebrate a four-day Bank Holiday 
weekend from 2 - 5 June, I wonder how she will 
feel? I wonder what she would like us to pray for 
her as we remember her this June?  
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A BLOSSOM POLOGY 
With apologies to Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, 
Algernon Swinburne, William Shakespeare, The Prophet Isaiah, Thomas 
Ken and poet Malcolm Guite.  
 
Oh what a beautiful morning, oh what a beautiful day,  
I’ve got a blossoming feeling that Blossom is heading my way. 
Ah yes! I remember her well, good milker, the pride of the herd at Home 
Farm, Ah, Yes! a place I knew well.  
and Blossom has me thinking again of my youth  
that prompts me to ponder what’s fake and what’s Truth. 
Cherry blossom, too, that’s truly a feast for the eyes    
each Spring of the year along Sandridge Way;  
pink and dark Burgundy ‘gainst shower-threat’ning skies 
nature’s chorus that cheered and helped me to pray. 
If nature can (silently) shout anthems of praise 
surely I can endeavour as blossom by blossom spring begins  
come rain shine or whatever befall a Triune thank-you to raise. 
In Washington D C in the Japanese Peace Garden, one happy hour   
by blossom-edged tidal basin with my True Love I strolled,   
whilst a poet reminds us of blossom’s hidden power   
bringing new life and hope, beauty and grace that quietly unfold.   
Yes!  blossom has me thinking; are my good intentions in Lent  
full of blossoming promise, insightful, faithful with earnest intent?  
Thank God for the blossom that hangs on the bough  
heralding blossoming, transforming power of Resurrection now! 
Praise God from whom each blessing flows   
that deserts may rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

David Pepin Eastertide 2022 
 
If you would like to support David’s Limp for 
Water please see his facebook page here 
https://www.facebook.com/Limp-for-Water-
104442272213859 with a link to his JustGiving 
Fundraising page.  
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Return of the Rep 
Yes, Alston Moor’s spectacular and 
frankly surreal pantomime is back on 
stage! Covid restrictions cancelled us for 
two years, and the power behind the 
production, Ray Miller, had a particularly 
nasty battle with the dreaded virus. But 
you can’t keep a good team down.  
 
I asked Helena ‘What was it like as a first time performer?’ -  
Trevor initially asked us to perform a scene in the panto a while ago after 
we had performed “Me and my shadow” for the talent night. However 
the pandemic hit and we quickly forgot the scene we had started.  
So when we were asked again we really didn’t want to commit. It was a 
busy time and we thought it would probably be 
cancelled again…. However, about two months before 
the show we realised it might actually happen this time 
and started to think about it again. But then we were 
all ill and time ticked away until suddenly it was a 
month to go! Action stations, full steam ahead. Out of 
a few ideas for the scene Nick’s mind suddenly went 
into overdrive and it all blossomed!  

But who was this shambolic performer trying to shrug it all off? (Ed) 
Nick at first wanted to be the princess and me  
to be the prince but then we decided to stick with convention. I wanted 
to wear a sparkly dress so borrowed one from the dance school. Nick 
wore a gold jacket given to him by Julia Foy. She had worn it for 
performing poems. It was given to her one Christmas by Meryl at the 
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Moody Bakers who had made it. A beautiful bespoke jacket, with big 
pockets perfect for fitting props in.  
We then roped Joyce in, it made sense for 
her to be the jitterbug as she can dance. 
Initially she wasn’t keen on the green face 
but then seemed to enjoy it and decided 
red spots should be added!  
As we had our own scene we didn’t join 
rehearsals until the final week and felt 
quite relieved when the cast seemed to 
enjoy it and laugh at the right moments. 
The cast were all very welcoming and 
quickly helped us to be part of things. Wilf was pulled in to help with 
props and pushing buttons. I loved helping Hurricane man turn into 
Glenda in her quick scene change. It was so lovely to watch the show in 
full bloom by the end of the week.  

Helena Bazley 
 

Where else would you find an 
Elvis impersonator, a ghost, a 
flapper girl, and a dancing 
coronavirus alongside regular 
pantomime characters, and a 
terrifying alternative to the 
lovely ladies of TLC?  

 
Who cares if it made 
much sense? An heroic 
last-minute stand in for 
the Wizard kept the show 
on the road. The set, 
costume and other 
‘behind the scenes’ 
workers did us proud, a 
very good time was had 
by all. Raymond’s beaming smile when it was all over says it all.        BNW 
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ALSTON PHARMACY
For all your medical 
and toiletry needs

Front Street, Alston
Tel: 01434 381259
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WRIGHT Bros (COACHES) Ltd
Central Garage, Nenthead

Coach services to Newcastle, Penrith,
Keswick, Carlisle & Hexham

33 to 57 seater & executive coaches 
available for hire

Tel: 01434 381200

JH Henderson & Sons LTD 
The Garage, Alston 

 

Any make of car serviced, 
MOTs, Exhausts, Tyres, 

Batteries, Calor Gas, Accessories 
Cement, Sand & Gravel, Compost 

 

Tel: 01434 381204 & 381265 
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Church Contact Details 
METHODIST 
Interim Superintendent Minister: Rev David Milner   
(day free of duties: Friday) 1 Lamley Gardens, Penrith. CA11 9LR  
 01768 863209 dave@revmilner.plus.com  
 Circuit Pastor (part time): Rev Keith Speck (day free of duties: Saturday) 

The Manse, Kirkoswald, Penrith, CA10 1EW 
 01768 898257      keithspck1@gmail.com 

Church Stewards: 
Mr John de la Mare      01434 382338 

  www.eastofedenmc.org.uk facebook.com/alstonmoormethodistchurch  

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Parish Priest: Fr John Winstanley (usual day off: Monday) 

St Catherine's Rectory, Drovers Lane, Penrith CA11 9EL 
 01768 862273      penrithrc@btinternet.com  

Local Contact: Anne & Paul Parkin  01434 381704 
 www.stcatherinepenrith.org.uk  

QUAKERS 
 Carol Graham    01388 517145  hillhouseeast@yahoo.co.uk 

Antony Christie    01434 381633   antonychristie@aol.com 
Kate Webb    01434 381562   kate.webb@yahoo.co.uk  

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Vicar: the Revd Mark Nash-Williams (usual day off: Monday) 

The Parsonage, Brampton Road, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3AA 
 01434 382558      vicar@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk  

 
Churchwardens:            
 Alston Andy Morsman 382251 Neil Willmott 381509 
 Garrigill Vacant - Contact Alston wardens above 
 Kirkhaugh Richard Graham 381367   
 Knaresdale Irene Boyles 381388 Carol Grieves 382472 
 Nenthead David Robinson 381102 Madeleine Harris 382144 
 Lambley George Forster 07894 

472256 
  

  www.alstonmoorcofe.org.uk     facebook.com/alstonmoorchurches 
 



18 

Methodist Services 
 
Our Sunday morning services are at 11 a.m. in St Wulstan's 
 

 1      David Pepin 
                  5 pm at The Hive, Nenthead   Pennine Praise 
 8       Rev Keith Speck 
 15     Rev Dave Milner 
 22     Pauline de la Mare and members of the congregation 
 2pm   Fifth Sunday EEMC Open Air service  

           at Gamblesby Chapel followed by tea. 
 

An Ecumenical House Group meets fortnightly.   
Contact John and Pauline de la Mare for details. (382338) 

 
 
 

 Quaker Meeting for Worship  
 

Quaker Meeting for Worship continues to take place  
every FOURTH SUNDAY of the month at 10.30am,  

with Covid precaution. 
 
We would warmly welcome anyone who would like to join us for an hour of 
silent, reflective worship at these times. 
 

 
 

Roman Catholic Mass  
 

Every Saturday, 6pm Vigil Mass 

Confession available from 5.30pm 

 

Eve of Ascencion Day – please check with Anne and Paul Parkin – see p17 
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Church of England services & events 
Worship and Prayer in May 

Sunday, 1st May (1st Sunday in the month): 
 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   Holy Paraclete, Kirkhaugh 
 11.00am Prayer & Praise  St Augustine, Alston (also livestream) 

Sunday, 8th May (2nd Sunday in the month): 
 9.30am Morning Prayer   St John, Nenthead 
 11.00am Sung Communion  St Augustine, Alston (also livestream) 
 3.00pm Blessing of the Lambs St Jude, Knaresdale 

Sunday, 15th May (3rd Sunday in the month): 
 9.30am  Holy Communion  St John, Nenthead 
 11.00am  Prayer & Praise with Baptism 
   St Augustine, Alston (also livestream) 
 6.00pm  Choral Evensong (BCP)  Holy Paraclete, Kirkhaugh 

Sunday, 22nd May (4th Sunday in the month): 
 9.30am  Morning Prayer  St John, Nenthead 
 11.00am  Sung Communion  St Augustine, Alston (also livestream) 
 3.00pm Evening Prayer Ss Mary & Patrick, Lambley 

Ascension Day. Thursday, 26th May: 
 6.00 pm  Holy Communion  St Augustine, Alston (also livestream) 

Sunday, 29th May (5th Sunday in the month): 
 9.30am  Said Communion  St Augustine, Alston 
 11.00am  All Age Activity Service Livestream 

Sunday services online 
 Join us at 11am weekly on Zoom using the app – or, with an ordinary 

phone, dial 0203 051 2874. The Meeting ID code is 357 123 751.  

 Or find our services on YouTube– go to alstonmoor.tiny.us/youtube 

 Download the orders of service from alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/worship 
and the notice sheet from alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/whatson 
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Mad Hatters Hardware
HARDWARE KEY CUTTING

GARDENINGD-I-Y TOOLS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING ACCESSORIES

GIFTS

SMALL HOUSEHOLD ELECTRICALS

FOR HIRE
The RUG DOCTOR Carpet Cleaning
Now available from £22.99 per day rental

Here to stay Mad Hatters Hardware
come and browse

Helpful staff, if we don’t have it
we will try to get it no item too small

Delivery service available within Alston Moor area
Free delivery on orders over £15

2 Front Street, Alston Tel:01434 382991
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Traditional Forgework
Restoration a Speciality

Stove Repair - Fire Grates
Welding - Fabrication - Engineering

Tool Sharpening and Repairs

Tel / Fax: 01434 382194
Mark@fearn2620.freeserve.co.uk

M FEARN & SON (BLACKSMITHS)
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Mothering Sunday 
We had a very good turn out for our celebration 
of Mothering Sunday at Lambley, including 7 lively 
children. We started in the village hall with Messy 
Church activities to honour mothers and other 
important women in our lives. 
The first task for the children was to help a 
mother sheep find all the ‘lost’ lambs around the 
hall. Thanks to Zephyr, the lambs had found some 
ingenious places to lose themselves! 
The next activity started off looking a bit like a 
crime scene with Sarah lying on a piece of paper on the floor and being 
drawn round. Once we had an outline everyone was invited to write on their 
comments about the special women who have brought them up and 
influenced their development. There were beautiful and moving remarks full 
of love and respect for some very special women. Before going into church 
there was an opportunity to give a ‘free gift’ to the mums and friends in the 
form of a promise written on a card and sealed in a decorated envelope. 
In between the activities refreshments were served and some rather noisy 
games involving hoops and beans bags were played. The walk down to the 
church became a sort of ‘Simon Says’ except it was ‘Mum Says’ and three 
mums, Sarah, Jocelyn and Zoe, led the way. All ages twirling, hopping and 
attempting the French version of ‘heads, shoulders, knees and toes!’ 
On arrival in church the children discovered the lambs had got there before 
them and were ‘lost’ again. Finding them and playing with them kept them 
occupied during a lovely service led by Mark and Bar. 
A highlight of the service was the first reading of the Banns of Marriage of 
Michael and Yvonne who have become regular and valued members of our 
very special congregation at Lambley.                         Daryl Hodgson 
 

If you are in Newcastle between now and 24 June 
why not head to Shieldfield Art Works (a project of 
the Methodist Church) to visit Bee Lines, which 
explores the importance and interconnectedness 
of bees to nature’s diverse ecosystems?  
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Holy Week and Easter  
The small silent group stood outside the highest church 
in England as dusk was beginning to envelop the moor 
and the valley in her soft embrace. The sky took on a 
mysterious half light as we gathered around a brazier 
filled with wood and paper. The vicar spoke and at the 
requisite moment David lit the fire. The flames leapt 
and grew hot and red and yellow against the darkening sky, as we 
acknowledged the imminent transformation from a state of agonising 
stasis and suffering embodied by Christ on the Cross to a new beginning, 
a transcendence and a holding of light, showing the way through the 
darkness. We filed into the little church and sat within in the blackness, 
and then lit our candles as the words poured out. The darkness did not 
endure and the suffering did not go on and a liberation broke out. 
As I left and walked high up the moor to the cottage, I looked back for a 
moment and saw the orange light illuminating the windows of the half 
hidden church, and the way lit by the silver light of the full moon, 
hanging wordlessly above the moor and the valley and its inhabitants, 
and I marvelled at the power of the spirit, human and 
Divine, to endure and triumph against all odds. 

James Caspian 
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News from St Jude’s 
Saturday 26th March was the morning for our Coffee Stop, it was also 
about the first warmish day, it was a slow start for the ladies, one regular 
called in for scones and cake to take away for his first car trip, taking 
advantage of the weather. We need not have feared, our friends started 
to arrive, including the people from Alston, who support us every month. 
We send a warm welcome.  
The Easter Sunday service was well attended, the four children who 
came, helped with the service, little Noah accompanied Rev Mark into 
church with the Easter Candle, speaking his part very clearly,  Fraser and 
Phoebe took the collection and they all enjoyed looking for Easter eggs 
hidden around the church. Refreshments of Hot Cross Buns and wine 
ended a lovely service of hope. 
The church ADCM took place on Wednesday, more reports and a big 
decision. As we have been unable to get a treasurer, reluctantly it was 
decided to hand over our DCC to a central committee who along with 
three of our other churches will be run by this one body. We will 
however still be in charge of Saint Jude’s organising, fund raising and 
doing all the things we normally do to keep our church here in Knarsdale, 
but free from the burden of administration.  
On a lighter note, see you at the next Coffee Stop on the 30th April. 
One week after that on Sunday 8th May it will be our Service for the 
Lambs. To give thanks for our farmers and new life. As usual it will take 
place at 3pm. If the weather holds out maybe  a lovely outdoor event.  
Finally we are hoping many of you will be dividing plants and sewing 
seeds for the  
Plant Sale which 
will take place,  
together with the 
Coffee Stop on May 28th. A busy and exciting 
time because the Queens Platinum Jubilee  
celebrations start the next Friday June 3rd.  
Enjoy, keep safe and look after each other. 

God Bless                               Irene Boyles 
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News from Kirkhaugh 
 
     Easter seemed to be a more normal affair this year after all the 
constrictions thrust upon us during the Covid pandemic.  On Easter 
Saturday we went to town with the floral decorations making the Church 
look bright and spring-like, filling it full of daffodils picked from Jeremy’s 
garden.  We estimated to have used about 250 blooms and together 
Richard, Jeremy and myself spent an enjoyable morning creating all the 
arrangements.  Richard of course provided the annual Easter 
refreshments of homemade Simnel cake and freshly brewed coffee, 
delicious! 
 
     On Easter Sunday we held a Taize Holy Communion service with a 
good congregation and choir from around the parish filling the Church 
with wonderful sound, ably accompanied by organist Richard Pattinson. 
Taize Holy Communion was a different type of service for us but it 
seemed to work well. Refreshments were served afterwards and we all 
enjoyed more of Richard’s Simnel cake with a glass of sherry to round the 
occasion off. 
 
     Now the clocks have changed we are back to normal for the summer 
with Holy Communion celebrated every first Sunday of the month at 
9.30am and Evensong held every third Sunday at 6pm.  Please come 
along and swell our congregation, everyone welcome.   
  
     God Bless and take care.    Pat Henderson 
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All Children at Heart 
A huge thank you to everyone who made the Easter families’ event 
possible. A first in Alston - we started messy church style Christmas and 
Easter specials in the parish at Nenthead and Lambley, but have not had 
one in St Augustine’s until now. There was a perfect mix of regular 
children from around the parish, and new contacts who are growing their 
attachment to the church – and the occasional passer-by come in to see 
what was happening! They found experiences of darkness, waiting, 
surprise and joy, crafts to remind us and take home, food and games. 
The egg and spoon obstacle course brought out a surprising commitment 
to improving skills – or was it to improve the number of eggs won? 
Thanks especially to the incredibly busy parents and guardians who made 
the extra effort to come and take part. We promise never to take you for 
granted. Thanks to the team – Karen, Madeleine, Jocelyn, Isy and 
Miranda; I couldn’t have attempted it without you. The vicar enjoyed 
welcoming people – 16 children and 19 adults, all ages having a go 
together, and 
no accidents 
– thank you 
to our 
safeguarding 
officer Karen 
  
I wonder 
what we’ll do 
together next 
time?  

BNW 
 

Hooray that 
none of our 
parents are 

like these: 
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From 
Darkness  
to Joy – 
 the Easter 
Experience 
 in actions 

From den of darkness (under the altar) and light in 
darkness tea-light holders, to 
Doves of Peace and seeds of hope 
 
What concentration they took! 
 

 
Some of our young people are 
eggcellent readers, helping read 
aloud Jesus’ story to everyone. 

 

 
The Sunrise Garden 
biscuits attracted 
all ages… 
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It was good to see all 
the smiles, though 
some of the activities 
won’t produce a smile 
for a long while yet – 
how big will your 
sunflower grow? 

 
The egg hunt was all a bit of a blur 

 
But healthier 
food was also enjoyed 

 
Everybody do a surprised face!
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Bunk Among Lilacs 
from a series of poems by Fred W Tamminga 

 

That vermilion afternoon 
         each sipping colas and watching 
         the lilacs blush 
         as they do in the season of love 
         dull-blue turning glossy blooms 
         lilac light 
 

Well then she asked me 
         shimmer of lilac in her voice: 
         what is silent prayer? 
 

So I searched the journals of mind 
          for famous-preacher-quotations 
 

          but the soft wind came: 
 

          a tremulous air, slowspeed fan 
          whispering goosepimples to the skin 
          moving through lilacs 
          like a mother's hand 
 

With the wind the traces of scent 
           then the whole glorious gulf 
           of lilac drunkenness 
          deluged our spot 
 

I saw then how my answer 
           famously true 
would have caused the lilacs to 
drop dead and black 
 

I saw some lilac light 
hot-blossoming her face into 
the wordless and un- 
fathomable answer. 
 
I think the word 'bunk' in the title means 'nonsense' (cf 'bunkum').  
Some things are left best unexplained.  As the saying goes: 'better felt 
than tellt'. Mary Elliot 
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A fond farewell to one of our most 
regular Zoom congregation members, 
Amber the Cat, boss of the Morsman 

household. RIPurr. 

Forgiveness 
P.S. 

Following last 
issue’s theme, a 
little postscript on 
forgiveness: 

We talk about 
'forgiving and forgetting', and often forgetting is right.  But not always.   
I remember one parishioner (she's dead now) whom I found very difficult 
to get on with.  Eventually, we found ourselves in a situation where we 
could safely talk about this.  I learned that, if I had found her threatening, 
she had found me threatening too.  We were able to discuss why we 
found that, and how much mistaken we both were.  We were really able 
to forgive each other, and became very good friends.  This little episode 
was such a wonderful example of God's power to heal us both, that I 
never wanted to forget it.  I didn't want to hang onto any offence or hurt, 
but if I had forgotten it all, I should have had to lose the joy of being 
forgiven and healed. 
                                                                                            Piers Nash-Williams 
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Faith in the Moor is printed by Penrith Posters: 
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About ‘Faith in the Moor’ 
This Magazine is a ‘Churches Together’ publication.  It aims to share 
information useful to regular and occasional churchgoers, to the wider 
community, and to tourists and visitors. It reflects the life of the faith 
community in our corner of the North Pennines. Here people encourage, 
celebrate and debate their faith.  
The different Christian churches who create 
this magazine get along very well, and work 
together in a spirit of openness and mutual 
regard. Faith in the Moor welcomes input in 
harmony with this open Christian Faith. Also 
from those whose spirituality is not focussed on 
a particular religion, and those whose faith is in 
the Moor itself; its people, its uniqueness, its 
future. We support whatever enriches our 
community here.  

 

June Theme: ‘Just Money’  
Deadline: please send copy by  

Wed 18th May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to advertise please contact the eds. Send either the ad you 
want included, or the wording you want us to format for you, with your contact 
details, and what size you want the ad. Small images are possible too.  
Please include your payment for our treasurer, either cash or cheques made 
payable to ‘The Parish of Alston Moor Parochial Church Council’ 
Or by bacs – for bank details please contact the eds. 
 

If you would like a large print copy please contact us above. 
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Blossom in the 
Community! 

The community garden  
is showing all the signs of 
Spring - lots of daffodils, 
lots of new growth - and 
a few weeds!   

We are so fortunate to have a community 
garden, open to everyone to come in and 
enjoy the tranquility, the freshness of 
nature.  Over the last couple of years, the 
whole country has realised how important 
outside space is. We have it in abundance 
here, but not everyone has a garden they 

can call their own.  So please use this garden as your own. 
Our local Co-op kindly invited us to 
be a recipient of their Community 
Fund last year.  With the proceeds, 
we have made and installed 2 
planters for growing vegetables and 
1 for flowers which we have placed 
in front of the shed.  Thank you for 
supporting their community 
scheme.  So, we now have a designated vegetable plot - we will be putting 
up a sign when the crops are ready to pick, please help yourselves.  At the 
end of the season, we will revive our bring and exchange 
plant morning, we are always looking to introduce more 

plants into the garden, so if you have 
something to spare, bring it along or 
exchange it for something else.  If 
you have a little time to spare, and 
would like to help maintain the 
garden, you would be most welcome. 
Jan Bayford – 07753 281322 
Pauline de la Mare – 01434 382338 
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Iconic Images of Life on the Moor 
If you have a favourite photo of life on our 

patch, do please send it to the eds – see over 
for address – and we’ll use where it fits. Big 

or small, landmark or fleeting moment, 
animal, vegetable or mineral – it’s up to you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Alston Moor is nothing if not a community of volunteers –  
thanks to Tony Bayford for these glimpses of Spring.  

Say one for me while you’re down there Jan! 
 


